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Oregon CREP Improved 
The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program is a 
combination of federal and state government to get 
environmentally sensitive land enrolled to improve water 
quality, reduce soil erosion, enhance air quality, or 
develop wildlife habitat.  The Oregon CREP plan has been 
revised to emphasize water quality and has made almost 
all land adjacent to intermittent and perennial streams 
eligible for the program.  CREP is an enhanced CRP 
contract in which additional incentive rates and payments 
are available to participants.   

Types of Practices 
All CREP contracts are bid into one of four practices.  
Each practice specifies the size, type of land, and the 
means of establishing the rental rate for the contract.  All 
four practices have a contract length of 10 to 15 years.  
The practices are: 
Filter Strips are for cropland alongside perennial and 
seasonal streams to reduce pollution and protect surface 
water.  Filter strips have a minimum width of 20 feet and a 
maximum width of 120 feet from the top of the 
streambank.  Filter strips use soil rental rates or irrigated 
rates to determine rental payments. 
Riparian Buffers are for cropland or marginal pastureland 
alongside perennial and seasonal streams to reduce 
pollution and protect surface water, to create shade to 
lower water temperature, and to provide a source of 
woody debris for wildlife.  Riparian buffers have a 
minimum width of 35 feet and a maximum width of 180 
feet from the top of the streambank.  Riparian buffers can 
use soil rental rates, irrigated rates, or marginal 
pastureland rates to determine rental payments. 
Marginal Pastureland Wildlife Habitat Buffers are for 
marginal pastureland alongside perennial and seasonal 
streams to reduce pollution and protect surface water.  
Pastureland buffers have a minimum width of 20 feet and 
a maximum width of 120 feet from the top of the 
streambank.  Pastureland strips use marginal pastureland 
rates or irrigated rates to determine rental payments. 
Marginal Pastureland Wetland Buffers are for marginal 
pastureland alongside perennial streams, seasonal streams, 
wetlands, and/or permanent bodies of water to reduce 
pollution and protect surface water.  Wetland buffers have 
a minimum width of 20 feet and a maximum width of 120 
feet from the top of the streambank.  Wetland strips use 
marginal pastureland rates or irrigated rates to determine 
rental payments. 

Types of Payments 
Each CREP contract is capable of earning four different 
types of payments.  They are:  
Rental Payments are made at the end of each contract year 
and consist of a rental rate and a maintenance rate.  The 
rental rate for each contract is either the soil rental rate, 
the irrigated rate, or the marginal pastureland rate.  
Maintenance rates are determined by the practice and if 
fencing or watering facilities are part of the contract.  
Rental payments are divided amongst the owners and 
operators as per the contract. 

Signup Incentive Payments (SIP) are one-time payments 
of $10 per acre for each full year that acre is enrolled into 
CREP.  SIP payments are paid when the contract is 
approved and are divided amongst the owners and 
operators as per the contract.   
Cost share payments are made to help the participants 
with the cost of installing the project.  Cost shares have 
both federal and state components.  Federal cost share will 
pay 50% of eligible cost of establishing conservation 
practices.  Advance payments can be issued as expenses 
are accumulated.  State cost share will pay 25% of the 
eligible cost of establishing conservation practices.  
Payments are issued shortly after federal cost share 
payments are made.  All cost share payments are paid only 
to the person on the contract that incurred the actual 
expense of installing the practice.   
Practice Incentive Payments are one-time payment equal 
to 40% of the eligible cost of establishing practices for the 
contract.  PIP payments are paid when all practices are 
completed and are issued amongst the owners and 
operators as per the contract. 

Payment Limitations 
Participants must remember that the payment limitation 
for conservation programs per “person” per year is 
$50,000.  This includes general and continuous CRP rental 
payments, CREP rental payments, SIP payments, PIP 
payments, and cumulative impact payments.  Cost share 
payments are not subject to payment limitation provisions.   

CREP and Livestock 
CREP is ineligible for managed haying or grazing 
provisions so participants should keep this in mind when 
applying.  Two major components that are available when 
applying for CREP contracts are fencing and watering 
facilities.  Fencing is a component that will exclude 
livestock but allow most wildlife in and out of the 
practice.  Watering facilities (watering troughs, pipeline, 
and wells) can provide water to livestock on adjacent land.  
Both practices are considered part of the practice and are 
eligible for cost share and PIP payments.   

Weed Control and Management Practices 
Just like regular CRP, CREP participants are required to 
control noxious weeds and weeds or pests that threaten the 
specified species on a CREP contract.  CREP contracts are 
also required to have a scheduled management practice 
which is eligible for additional federal cost share.  Most 
participants meet this requirement by planting additional 
trees or mowing grassland acres.   

How to Apply 
Producers wanting to apply for CREP can do so at the 
FSA office any time.  Producers wanting to earn irrigated 
rates must make arrangements to rent their water rights 
back to the state for the duration of the contract.  All 
proposed contracts with fencing and or watering facilities 
must have a cultural review conducted before the contract 
is approved.  Some contracts will need an endangered 
species act consultation completed before a contract 
approved.  For these reasons the office strongly 
recommends starting an application as soon as possible. 
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CRP Glossary 
Cropland – Land that is being tilled, has been tilled, or is capable of being tilled is considered cropland.  To be eligible 
for CRP, cropland must be planted or considered to be planted 4 of the 6 crop years from 1996 through 2001.  Cropland 
can be reclassified as marginal pastureland if the owners request to permanently change the status of the land to the 
County Committee. 
Cumulative Impact Incentive Payments – A one time payment issued to new or existing CREP contracts when a 
minimum of 50 percent of a 5-mile stream segment is covered in the program.  The payment is four times the basic annual 
rental rate for each acre.  The payment is divided between the owners and operator according to the contract.  Cumulative 
impact payments are subject to the $50,000 payment limitation. 
Eligible Costs for Cost Share Payments – Almost all conservation practices are broken down in components that have 
hold-down rates to assure that exurbanite cost are not passed on to the government.  Costs that exceed the hold down rates 
are not eligible for cost share (federal and state) or Practice Incentive Payments. 
Incentive Rates – The percentage applied to the basic soil, irrigated, or marginal pastureland rate to encourage 
participation.  The incentive rate for filter strips is 25%.  All other practices have a 50% incentive rate. 
Irrigated Rates – The rate used for contracts in which registered water rights are leased back to the State of Oregon for 
the 10 to 15 year length of the contract.  The irrigated rate is determined by the watershed the contract is in.  The irrigated 
rate for the Umatilla and Walla Walla watersheds is $110.  The irrigated rate for the John Day watershed is $75. 
Maintenance Rates – The additional amount added to the irrigated, soil rental rate, or irrigated rate to determine the 
rental rate on a CREP contract.  Maintenance rates are determined by the practice and if there is fencing and/or a watering 
facility practice.  They range from $5 to $10 per acre. 
Marginal Pastureland – Land that is not determined as cropland but is still used for agricultural uses. 
Marginal Pastureland Rates – The rate used for land that is not cropland and irrigated rates are not used.  Marginal 
pastureland rates are determined on the status on the stream the CREP contract is based on.  The marginal pastureland rate 
for seasonal streams is $40.  The marginal pastureland for perennial streams is $48. 
Soil Rental Rate – The rate used for contracts with cropland on a dryland basis.  The soil rental rate is the weighted 
average of the three predominate soils bid into the program.  Soil rental rates vary from $25 to $80. 
 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communications of program information (braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s Target Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision or hearing impairment.  If 
accommodations are required, please contact Kent Willett at (541) 278-8049 ext. 124.  USDA is an equal employment opportunity 
employer. 
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